On September 28-29, 2009 in Barcelona it was conducted the annual General Assembly of ENQA organized by the Agency of Catalonia. The main reports concerning the quality assurance of Higher Education in Europe and the ENQA future priorities were presented by the ENQA President Bruno Curval, the Deputy President Achim Hopbach and the European Commission representative Mr. Robin Van Uperen.
The most important ideas set in these reports and discussed by the General Assembly are as follows:

· the consolidation of the European structures for quality assurance of Higher Education which are influenced by ENQA with 48 member Agencies from 23 countries;
· the political functions of ENQA as a consultative body of BFUG confirm its role additionally;

· the new challenges of quality assurance in the changing world including new areas as e-learning, transnational education, life-long learning etc., new requirements of the politicians and public as purposeful education concerning the post student employment and the consumers impose on renovating the evaluation and accreditation approaches. As a result 27 Agencies prepare and realize changes in the accreditation models, criteria and evaluation approaches.
· the European dimensions of quality assurance of higher education suppose a serious discussion about the combination between the protection of the national systems and higher education traditions and its European stronger frames;
· the link between quality assurance and the new initiatives of transparency and information as establishment of ranking systems, statistic data bases of European Higher Schools etc.

Group discussions were conducted on quality assurance of student marking in European Higher Schools, on the preparations of the reports by the Agencies, on the quality assurance approaches in the life-long learning and the joint education programmes. The ENQA priorities for the near future published at the bulletin “ENQA position paper on Quality Assurance in the EHEA” were discussed and a plan for their fulfillment was elaborated.
There were discussed the so engaged initiatives for universities’ ranking and the relation with quality education.

At the organizational part of the General Assembly Agenda were presented and discussed the reports of the President and Secretary General, the financial report for 2009, a working plan and a budget for 2010.

The General Assembly discussed the nominations for President and Deputy President and Board members. It elected with a secret ballot Mr. Achim Hopbach /Germany/ for ENQA President, Mrs. Fiona Crozier /Great Britain/, Mr. Tibor Szanto /Hungary/ for Deputy Presidents, and for new Board members – Mr. Karl Dittrich /the Netherlands/, Mrs. Helka Kekalainen /Finland/ and Mr. Rafael Llavori /Spain/. For co-opted members were elected Mr. Radu Damian /Romania/ and Mr. Padraig Walsh /Ireland/.
The General Assembly approved changes in ENQA Regulations, as well as the new granted full membership Agencies which increased the number of the ENQA state-members to 23 of 46 signatory states under the Bologna declaration.
