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Firsts in Higher Education 
in North Cyprus

• First Higher Education Degree: External Degree of 
Faculty of Pharmacy, London University  (before Ist
World War)

• First Higher Education Institution: Atatürk Teacher 
Training Academy (1937)

• First University: Eastern Mediterranean University in 
1979
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		Universities in North Cyprus

		Year of Establishment



		1

		Eastern Mediterranean University

		1979



		2

		Girne American  University

		1985



		3

		Near East University

		1988



		4

		European University of Lefke

		1990



		5

		Cyprus International University

		1996



		6

		Middle East Technical University-North Cyprus

		2004



		7

		Istanbul Technical University - North Cyprus

		2009



		8

		University of Mediterranean Karpasia

		2012



		9

		University of Kyrenia

		2013



		10

		Cyprus Science University

		2013



		11

		Cyprus Social Sciences University

		2014



		12

		Cyprus American University

		2014



		13

		Cyprus Health and Social Sciences University

		2016



		14

		Final International University

		2016



		15

		Ada Kent University

		2016



		16

		Bahçeşehir Cyprus University

		2016



		17

		Rauf Denktaş University

		2017



		18

		Arkın University of Creative Arts and Design 

		2017



		19

		Cyprus West University

		2017



		20

		15 November University

		2018
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Academic Staff
• 701 Profs, 
• 478 Assoc Prof, 
• 1368 Assist Prof., 
• 1461 academic staff with PhD
• 556 resarch staff and other academic staff
• A total of 4564 



Program levels
• 291 5th level
• 737 6th level,
• 273 7th level
• 141 8th level
• Total 1442 programmes



• We encourage programme accreditation from
international accreditation agencies,

• 153 of our programmes received accreditation from
20 different agencies (ABET, TEDQUAL, ASIIN, FIBAA, 
MÜDEK, MİAK etc.) 



Eastern Mediterranean 
University



Kyrenia American 
University
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Cyprus International 
University



European University of 
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METU-North Cyprus



ITU North Cyprus



University of 
Mediterranean Karpasia



Kyrenia University



Cyprus Science University



Cyprus Social Sciences 
University



American University of 
Cyprus



Cyprus Health and Social 
Sciences University



Final International 
University



Ada Kent University



Bahçeşehir Cyprus 
University
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Cyprus West university



Arkın University of 
Creative Arts and Design



YODAK
Higher Education Planning, Evaluation, 

Accreditation and Coordination Council

• Established in 1993 under the Ministry of Education
• Became independent in 2005
• Law renewed in 2009 and 2017



YODAK 
Higher Education Planning, Evaluation, 

Accreditation and Coordination Council

• YODAK has 6 members and a president 
• 11 staff 



Memberships
• CEENQA 
• INQAAHE 
• UK NARIC   
• ENQA



Committees and Study 
Groups

Before 2017 
• Inter University Academic Coordination Council

• Ethics Committee
• Diploma and degree equivalency commissions  
• Committee for secure higher education



Committees and Study 
GroupsAfter 2017

• Rectors committee
• Deans committees
• Higher Education and YODAK Strategic Planning Group
• Higher Education Students Study Group
• North Cyprus Higher Education Qualifications Study Group
• Study group for promotion and appointment criteria 

evaluation of academic staff 
• Quality and accreditations improvement group
• Architectural and infrastructure evaluation group
• International relations study group
• Medicine and health sciences education study group
• Scientific Research and project coordination group
• Study groups for law and legislation



In 2018: 
• 187 programs evaluated, 20 programs were 

rejected, 19 existing programs suspended
• Initial accreditation of 1 university is cancelled
• Student acceptance of 2 universities stopped 
• 9 more universities are coming - under evaluation





THANK YOU 
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